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Aloha and Welcome 

Welcome to this year’s Advent and Christmas Season! 

Calvary by the Sea is responding to our changing world with God’s unchanging love 
and grace. Our core values are to be inclusive, intentional and involved with our community. 
We truly welcome all people and celebrate God’s diversity of humanity in the world. 

Please scan the Virtual Resource Card (VRC) with your cell phone, located behind each pew. It 
will provide you with many resources for today’s worship experience. Also, you can place the 
card in the offering plate to acknowledge you gave or donated virtually or by mail.  

We are so glad you are joining us! 

Much love, 

Pastor Moses (he/him) 

THIS WEEK & UPCOMING Gatherings

GivE & DONATE

On-Campus:  
(please make checks payable to Calvary Lutheran Church)  
By Text: text the word “GIVE” to (844) 501-0649 
By Phone: Tithe.ly mobile app on your phone to get started 
By Mail: mail your gift to Calvary by the Sea church office  
(5339 Kalaniana’ole Hwy, Honolulu, HI 96821)  
By Vanco: automatic giving, please contact the church office

TIME___________ DAYS        LOCATION___ 
    
   WEDNESDAYS 
9:00 AM  Montessori School Chapel     Sanctuary  
5:30 PM  Advent Devotionals & Youth Gathering (Jr. High/H.S.)  Oceanfront 
   THURSDAYS  
1:00 PM  Angel Network Charities (1st & 3rd Thursdays)   Food Bank  
   FRIDAYS 
10:00 AM  Angel Network Charities      Food Bank 
   SUNDAYS 
9:00 AM  Lei Hui Group (1st & 3rd Sundays)    Groom’s Room 
9:30 AM  Prayer Group       Bride’s Room 
10:00 AM  On-Campus Worship       Sanctuary 
    
UPCOMING GATHERINGS 
- Advent Devotionals this Wednesday, December 14th @ 5:30PM 
- Christmas Eve Service on Saturday, December 24th @ 7:00pm 
- Christmas Day Service on Sunday, December 25th @ 10:00am 
- New Year’s Day Service on Sunday, January 1st @ 10:00am

Scan with your cell phone .
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Today’s Worship Service AND LEADERSHIP

Today is December 11, 2022 - Third Sunday of Advent, Year A 

As far as Joseph knows, his new wife has been unfaithful to him and broken their marriage 
contract.And yet, instead of punishment, he chooses not to publicly disgrace or humiliate her. This 
interruption in his life becomes a holy invitation when the angel comes to him in a dream and says, 
“Do not be afraid.” When he awakes, Joseph once again has the courage to choose a better way. He 
chooses to stay with Mary, to become an adoptive parent. He chooses peace over violence, grace over 
condemnation. Like Mary, he chooses to say “yes.” When have our ancestors also chosen a better way, 
and when have they not? Isaiah 35 is a vision of what happens when we choose a better way: the 
wilderness blooms, water breaks forth in the desert, eyes are opened, ears are unstopped, sorrow and 
sadness flee away. A highway shall appear and it will become a holy way. 

KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 10:00 AM

STUDENT MINISTRIES ON WEDNESDAYS @ 5:30PM

We love to have kids in worship! Children are invited to participate in 
Sunday School, kids dismissed about 15-20 minutes into worship.  

Explorers: 2 to 5 years-olds (Pre-school Age)  
Voyagers: K - 5th Grade (Elementary Age)  

At CBTS KIDS we want our kids to love being at church! This is a safe 
and fun space to meet Jesus and learn about the Bible from our 
dedicated teachers. We ask our Jr. High students to stay in worship.  

Discovery and Adventure (Jr. High & High School) Youth Students 
meet to make friends! This is a safe and interactive space to meet Jesus 
and be in community. Dinner is served for all students.   

Contact our Associate Ministers:  
Eric Hasha, eric@calvarybythesea.org 
Grace Lee, grace@calvarybythesea.org

Worship Band: (Lead Vocals/Guitarist) Patrick Dailey, (Percussionist) Scott Shafer, (Bassist) Alika 
Lyman, (Lead Vocals/Guitarist) Becky Hoy. Online and Live Production: Fletch Young and Randy 
Hoy. Worship Assistant: Mary Adams Welcome Center: Jewell and Cheryl Tuitele 

General Credits: General permissions and Streaming permission for this service obtained from One 
License.net A-714410 and Christian Copyright Licensing, LLC. CCLI License # 21055592. All rights 
reserved. Specific Credits: Prayers, images and reading notes from sundaysandseasons.com © 
2022 Augsburg Fortress. Artwork, written content and digital files used with permission from 
Sanctified Art LLC.

mailto:eric@calvarybythesea.org
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP

“A BETTER WAY (GOD REST YE MERRY GENTLEMEN)” 

Verse 1 
When Joseph learned of Mary's state he pondered her disgrace. He calculated all the shame the 

scandal would create, but not content to see her stoned he offered her some grace.  
Verse 2 

He planned to leave her quietly and not create a scene, but Mary still would grow with child; 
what then would her fate be? When Joseph went to sleep that night an angel intervened.  

Verse 3 
Said Gabriel, "Joseph, do not fear to make Mary your wife She bears inside her womb the hope 

of everlasting life The son that she will bear to you is Jesus the Messiah.  

Chorus: Oh there is a better way, God's better way. Oh we can choose the better way.

GATHERING HYMN  (Please remain standing as you are able.) 

ORDER OF SERVICE

PRELUDE  (acolyte proceed.)                    CBTS Worship Band

CALL TO WORSHIP & CONFESSION  (Please remain standing as you are able.)  
A series of experiments by Princeton psychologists, Janine Willis and Alexander Todorov, taught the 
world that it only takes a tenth of a second for us to form an impression of a stranger. In other 
words, it only takes a tenth of a second for us to look at someone’s face and determine a stereotype 
about who they are. With decisions happening that quickly, it is not hard to imagine why we might 
need this moment of confession. The prayer of confession is an opportunity to slow down. We take 
that tenth of a second and give it room to breathe. We reflect on the decisions that we’ve made this 
past week and we ask for God’s mercy to be in all of them. And without fail, God wiggles God’s self 
into the cracks of our lives, and we are made better for it. So with that confidence, let us go to God 
in prayer:  
(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

God of mercy, a million times a day we have the opportunity to be gracious,  
to assume the best in others, to give the benefit of the doubt. 
A million times a day we could choose the better way, but so often we don’t. 
Fear and greed kick in. Assumptions and insecurities take the wheel. 
Comparison and critique lead the charge. 
Forgive us for forgetting that we are descendants of Joseph.  
Forgive us for forgetting that grace and mercy are in our blood.  
Forgive us for forgetting that all belong to you. 
Give us the courage to love even bigger than before, 
and the wisdom to choose a better way. 
Amen.  

Family of Faith, hear this good news: We who have chosen wrong, are given a second chance. We 
who have lost our way, are welcomed into community. We who feel alone, are seen, held, and 
known. Thanks be to God!

One: We acknowledge Native Hawaiians and their ‘āina on which we gather today, land that   
 was yielded under duress and protest to the United States to avoid bloodshed. We  
 further recognize the numerous generations of indigenous Hawaiians who stewarded  
 Hawaiʻi in a sustainable way that allows us to enjoy her gifts today.  
All: We lament the injustice and pray for healing and reconciliation. 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  (Please stand as you are able.)

(Please prepare your soul as the conch shell sound draws us to worship the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer.) 
SOUNDING OF THE PŪ
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Let us pray together.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER  (Please remain standing as you are able.)  

CHILDREN DISMISSED TO SUNDAY SCHOOL  (You may be seated.)

WE HEAR THE WORD

The peace and the aloha of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.

THE PEACE  (Congregation may come out of their seat and pass the peace to one another.)

ADVENT GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     

BEFORE THE GOSPEL READING
Today’s Gospel reading is from the book of Matthew beginning in the 1st chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 1:18-25 
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. When Mary his mother was engaged to Joseph, before 
they were married, she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband was a righteous man. 
Because he didn’t want to humiliate her, he decided to call off their engagement quietly.

ELW 174 “CELTIC ALLELUIA” 
Alleluia, alleluia.  
Alleluia, alleluia.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE OF PEACE   (You may be seated.)

ELW 240 “LIGHT ONE CANDLE TO WATCH FOR MESSIAH”  

Verse 1 
Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise.  
Verse 2 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward. 

Verse 3 
Light three candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 

Lift up your heads, and lift high the gateway for the King of glory. 
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 Music: Yiddish folk tune © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress

MOMENT OF PEACE            Rosemary Hollatz

Verse 4  
Like Joseph woke from sleep to find his pathway had been changed. Still here today God calls 

us all to choose the better way. Beyond our wildest dreams is still a calling that remains. 

Chorus: Oh there is a better way, God's better way. Oh we can choose the better way. 
© Anna Strickland, 2021. Commissioned by A Sanctified Art, LLC.

BELL CHOIR     
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SERMON 
The Rev. Dr. Moses D. Barrios  (he/him)

HYMN OF THE DAY
“JOY SONG” 

Verse 
There’s a song in my spirit, there’s a joy in my soul. Come what will, come what may, I’ll worship 
anyway. Oh, the devil can try it, try to quiet this song; but I’ll sing out even louder than before.  

Chorus  
I’m gonna lift my voice and sing. I’m gonna give Him ev’rything. I’m gonna shout until these walls 

come down. I see the light in Jesus’ Name. I’m gonna laugh my fears away.  
I’m gonna dance until these legs give out.  

Bridge 
The spirit of joy's breaking out, we can feel it all around, how we walked in, won't be how we're 

leaving, he is doing something new, and we know that he's not through,  
it’s the Name of Jesus, we believe in 

© 2022 Highlands Creative Publishing

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together.  
Blessed are you, Maker of all things. As you have entrusted us with all that you have 
created, now gather our gifts, nourish us with this sacrament, and send us to those who 
hunger and thirst, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

(Please scan the VRC (Virtual Resource Card) clipped onto the back of the pew to give virtually.)

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  (please stand as you are able.) 
Holy God,  
scripture tells us that you came to Joseph through an angel— loud and clear, impossible to miss.  
Scripture also tells us that Joseph listened. He rearranged his life to follow your invitation.  

God, we long for that—all of that.  
We long to hear your voice—loud and clear, impossible to miss.  
We long for invitations to something more, something deeper.  
And we long to be like Joseph and find the courage to follow.  
So clean out our ears. Brush the dust off our hearts.  
Trace us back to our roots—back to Joseph—who heard and followed.  

With gratitude we listen.  
Amen. 

STEWARDSHIP INVITATION  (You may be seated) 
                 Jack Ashby 

When As he was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child she carries was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you will call him Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins.” Now all of this took place so that what the Lord had spoken through 
the prophet would be fulfilled: Look! A virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, And they 
will call him, Emmanuel. (Emmanuel means “God with us.”) When Joseph woke up, he did just as an 
angel from God commanded and took Mary as his wife. But he didn’t have sexual relations with her 
until she gave birth to a son. Joseph called him Jesus. 

The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to You O Christ. 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING   (Spoken to everyone after last person communes.)

BLESSING OF THE GIFTS

OFFERTORY SONG               

WE PARTAKE OF THE MEAL

We believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in this holy meal. The holy mystery draws us to weekly nourishment 
that sustains us through joy, grief, hope, repentance, thanksgiving, anxiety and other aspects of life. We are met 
with the grace of God in Jesus Christ made present in bread and wine. 

PARTAKE OF COMMUNION

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

WE ARE SENT

BELL RINGS

COMMUNION HYMN

As you leave this place, may you go knowing that from generation to generation,  
we have been claimed and loved. From generation to generation, God has been by our side.  
From generation to generation, we are not alone. The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow 
knows you by name, loves you, and calls you forth, saying, “Go be the person you are called to 
be, love wildly, do justice, and come back soon.”  
Thanks be to God. 

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (You may turn to page 8.)

“JOY” 

Verse 1  
We're choosing celebration, breaking into freedom, You’re the song, You’re the song of our hearts,  

We cast aside our shadows, trust You with our sorrows, You're the song, You're the song of our hearts 

Pre-Chorus: We’re dancing to the rhythm of Your heart, we're rising from the ashes to the stars  

Chorus: You’re the joy joy joy, lighting my soul, the joy joy joy, making me whole,  
Though I'm broken, I am running into Your arms of love 

Verse 2 
The pain will not define us, joy will reignite us, you’re the song, you're the song of our hearts, 

The dark is just a canvas, for Your grace and brightness, You're the song, You're the song of our hearts 
CCLI Song # 7014646Rend Collective © 2014 Thankyou Music

COMMUNION

POSTLUDE                                       

ELW 257 “O COME O COME EMMANUEL” 

Verse 1: O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel  
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  

Verse 2: O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh:  
in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. 

  
Verse 4: O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan's tyranny;  
from depths of hell your people save, and give them victory o'er the grace.  

  
Verse 7: O come, O King of nations, come, O cornerstone that binds in one:  

refresh the hearts that long for you; restore the broken make us new 
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1710; tr. composite, Music: French processional, 15th cent., Text sts. 2, 6, 7 Copyright 1997 by Augsburg press.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Art, Poetry, & 
Reflections for the 

Season of Advent

A Sanctified Art LLC is a collective of artists in 
ministry who create resources for worshiping 
communities. The Sanctified Art team works 
collaboratively to bring scripture and theological 
themes to life through film, visual art, curriculum, 
coloring pages, liturgy, graphic designs, and 
more. Their mission is to empower churches with 
resources to inspire creativity in worship and 
beyond. Driven by the connective and prophetic 
power of art, they believe that art helps us connect 
our hearts with our hands, our faith with our lives, 
and our mess with our God.

Learn more about their work at 
sanctifiedart.orgsanctifiedart.org..

@sanctifiedart   |   sanctifiedart.org   |   contact@sanctifiedart.org

sanctifiedart.org
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ADVENT DEVOTIONALS 

Join us for the last two Wednesdays 
at 5:30PM as our Associate Ministers, Eric 
Hasha and Grace Lee will be leading us 
through “From Generation to 
Generation” an advent devotional. 
Youth group will join us for a potluck 
dinner. Gathering will takes place in the 
sanctuary and oceanfront. Hope you can 
join us for this special season! 

JOIN US THIS SEASON!  
*SAVE-THE-DATES* 
Advent Devotionals 
Wednesdays @ 5:30pm 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Saturday @ 7:00pm 

Christmas Day Service 
Sunday @ 10:00am 

New Year’s Day Service 
Sunday @ 10:00am 

Calvary by the Sea Lutheran Church 
5339 Kalanianaʻole Highway,  

Honolulu, Hawai’i 96821  
Office: 808.377.5477 - Office Hours: Tue.-Fri. 9am-12pm  

info@calvarybythesea.org    
www.calvarybythesea.org   

KIDS CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
*INFO. MEETING TODAY* 

Calling all children and youth to participate 
and dress up for our Kids Christmas 
Pageant on Christmas Eve. Information 
meeting will be this Sunday, December 11th 
after 5:00pm worship. Please contact Eric 
Hasha for more information at 
eric@calvarybythesea.org 

mailto:info@calvarybythesea.org
http://www.calvarybythesea.org
mailto:eric@calvarybythesea.org

